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WHY NOT HAVE MEETINGS?  

While the world vacations, the church presses for-

ward with the urgent business of mission and min-

istry in Greater Fort Lauderdale.  

In a recent meeting with Bishop Benoway, Pastor 

Bill had the opportunity to share the exciting news 

of our growing community ministry. The Bishop 

was, of course, delighted, and sends his greetings 

to all of his Abiding Savior church friends.  

You may recall that Bishop Benoway's last visit was 

a "drop - in" during Country Sunday. He couldn't 

make it for worship but was just in time for lunch! 

LOL 

JET (Joint Exploration Team) continues to meet to 

consider new opportunities for ministry in greater 

Fort Lauderdale. A recommendation will soon come 

to our Leadership Team for their consideration.  

In due process the opportunity to shape an exciting future together will come 

to our respective congregations. If you are nervous about change, you may 

want to view the video "Did You Know?" at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=6ILQrUrEWe8  

Change is inevitable. Dealing with change in a positive way is the challenge 

we face. The beauty of what the Spirit seems to be leading us into is a rebirth 

ðmuch like the Phoenix, rising out of the ashes into new life.  

Each of our cluster congregations is building upon the rich tradition of their 

past and the resources of the present to discern a vision of mission and min-

istry that reaches far into the future.  

Lutherans have a lot to offer the world of today. The work before us is to 

learn how to express the gifts of God intended for the people of God in words 

and ways that they can hear and effectively respond to as they build a new a 

powerful relationship with their God through Jesus Christ.  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ILQrUrEWe8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ILQrUrEWe8


LUTHERANS CONCERNED  

The following are the hi - lights from the Bi -Annual LCNA As-

sembly held in Minneapolis the week -end of July 8th, 2010. 

LCNA Central Florida had a good representation and the 

week -end was filled with wonderful prayer, work shops and 

sharing of ideas with other LCNA Chapters. Each of us 

should be proud to be a part of this dynamic, spirit 

filled  and diverse organization. I wish each of you could 

have shared in this wonderful week -end.  

 

The biennial convention of Lutherans Concerned North America (LCNA)opened yesterday at 

Augsburg College in Minneapolis.   LCNA is the principal LGBT advocacy group for Lutherans 

and several hundred gathered for the first time since the historic policy changes at the 2009 

ELCA churchwide assembly.   Not surprisingly, the mood was electric and celebratory.  

The stirring opening worship was led by chaplains Lura Groen whose sermon offered many 

rivers of justice images, Jay Wiesner who presided during the eucharist, and Matt James who 

led in prayer ïgay clergy all.   David Lohman at the grand pi-

ano accompanied the rafter raising singing and also offered 

his own composition.  

Following the worship, executive director Emily Eastwood  and 

deputy director Ross Murray offered comments and updates 

to recurring standing ovations, especially when Emily read 

from her blackberry that the Presbyterians had passed a reso-

lution for gay clergy and the US courts had struck down DO-

MA. 

After breakout sessions and dinner, the highlight of the even-

ing was the keynote session that began with the presentation 

of an award to retired ELCA presiding bishop Herb Chilstrom 

and pastor Corinne Chilstrom for their contibutions as straight 

allies.   More standing ovations.   Ethicist Miguel de la Torre 

was the keynote speaker, and he offered an impassioned call 

to justice, to read our Scriptures through the eyes of the op-

pressed, and to remind all that seekers of justice are called to advocacy for all the marginal-

ized.   More standing ovations.  

The evening closed to the jazz and blues riffs of Rachel Kurtz.    

On Saturday afternoon, a multitude of gays and their straight allies recessed the LCNA bien-

nial convention  on the campus of Augsburg college in Minneapolis to return to the venues 

that were so historic last summer at CWA09.   

First, along with hundreds of others from around the twin cities and farther (I bumped into 

my Wisconsin Methodist friends from Kairos CoMotion) the convention goers temporarily ad-



journed for a stunning, high church gathering around the table of bread and wine.   The Eu-

charistic celebration at Central Lutheran Church was reminiscent of the Goodsoil service at 

Central  following the passage of the sexuality statement by the ELCA church wide assembly 

last August.  

But there was a striking difference also.   The presiding minister was the Rev Sherman Hicks, 

and the preaching minister was the Rev Stephen Bouman.   Both men hold high office 

(Executive Directors of ELCA mission and ministries) within the ELCA churchwide leadership 

structure.   That this was truly a Kairos  moment, as LCNA executive director Emily Eastwood 

often stated, was symbolized by the presence of these two ELCA leaders.   The symbolism was 

first evident an hour earlier at the press conference where the three speakers who sat to-

gether to answer questions were Eastwood, Ross Murray, LCNA deputy director, and Rev 

Bouman ïthe LCNA and the ELCA together at the same table.   

Of course, Pastor Boumanôs ringing sermon offered words of 

celebration and even an apology for previously having been 

ñpart of the problemò, but Bouman also sounded a theme 

heard throughout the LCNA convention ðnow that the LGBT 

community has moved toward the inclusive center of the ELCA, 

their sense of justice and skills at advocacy ought to be used to 

promote the cause of those still on the margins, especially the 

stranger in a strange land.  

With church bells pealing, the entire congregation marched across the street to the Minneap-

olis convention center and the now empty assembly hall where the historic votes had oc-

curred nearly a year earlier.   Here were veterans with familiar names, pioneers in the strug-

gle of gay Lutherans for full inclusion, but   the procession also swelled with many ñfirst tim-

ersò.  Much of the crowd remained in the Convention Hall for a reception and dinner dance 

well into the Saturday night.  

Sunday morning was more subdued as the day began with the conclusion of the continuing 

business meeting.   But then the closing worship rekindled the high spirits.   The band from 

nearby Edina Community Lutheran Church had the worship hall at Augsburg swaying to 

bluesy renditions of traditional hymns and even the Kyrie Eleison was syncopated.   By the 

time the final notes of ñGod be with you till we meet againò died out, there werenôt many dry 

eyes.  



Family Dinner — You’re Invited! 

Come on out for FAMILY DINNER each Wednes-

day evening at 7:00 PM (Summer Hours). Chef 

Ted, a Broward County Schools cook and county cer-

tified food handler, will be preparing supper for our 

Children of God, Abiding Savior Youth Ministry ac-

cording to BCS nutrition standards. A donation is re-

quested but not required and you will have the op-

portunity to share a nourishing meal as well as fun 

and fellowship with our Youth Ministry Team.  

If you know of someone in the neighborhood who needs a home delivery, just let us know. 

Our little ñMeals-on-Wheelsò will help to fill in the gap where community and county food ser-

vices fall short.  

See Chef Ted for a shopping list of food items that you might want to donate in support of 

this important ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1900 SW 35th Avenue     Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312  
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http://asavior.net  

All of Our Members  

Ministers  

The Rev. William H. Knott, Pastor  

PastorBill@asavior.net  

Ted Carter  

New Beginnings  

Gerry Gruenbaum  

Minister of Music  

musicminister@asavior.net  

JOIN US!  



THIS ‘N THAT 

Happy Birthday Lorraine Vreeland! Members and friends celebrated 89 years young with 

Lorraine Vreeland on Sunday, July 18, her birthday.  

Stefanie Silk has been promoted to E -5 Sgt. She is now Sgt Silk! Congratulations are in 

order. Yes sir!  

Chef John Vreeland  hosted a special Summer fellowship reception. We celebrate his new 

work at Pascalôs on Ponce in Coral Gables. 

Barb and Boomslang Meade  hosted a summer Swampslinger Songfest at their home on 

Saturday, July 17th. A great time was had by all.  

Marie Gilardon sends greetings to all from sunny Arizona.  

Chad Watkins  has been learning the Fellowship ropes for Sunday services as we look for-

ward to our regular Sunday Fellowship this Fall.  

Jim Huebner  continues to improve the grounds. Thank -you to all of our grounds committee 

members who view and review the care of our grounds. We know that first impressions are 

lasting.  

Jerry the Drummer (Jerome)  will be starting classes this Fall while Jerry the Organist 

(Gruenbaum)  will be starting up a traditional choir program. Plan now to make f time for 

this  ministry of music.  

Pastor Bill  enjoys being out of  class for the summer but is spending time in the classroom 

this summer learning to design and deliver electronic instruction; maneuver through Office 

2010; and present AP Music Theory instruction.  

 

CHILDREN OF GOD  

Abiding Savior Youth Ministry  

Every Wednesday  

6:00 PM  



INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE OF HOPE  

As recovery work continues in Haiti we are pleased to have the opportunity to support the 

mission and ministry of The International Village of Hope in Haiti. Abiding Savior Church part-

ners directly with IVOH to provide funds for food, housing, clothing, and support during these 

physically and emotionally demanding times in Haiti.  

The International Village of Hope (TIVOH) was founded by missionary Carol Herget, who 

spent over 50 years in Jamaica and Haiti improving the lives of local children. The Interna-

tional Village of Hope currently supports three Christian Mission Programs in Haiti (two 

schools and an orphanage). The schools provide a Christian education and one or two meals 

a day. In addition, a small meal is served following Sunday service. Quite often this food is 

the only nourishment these children receive!  

The Marechal Christian School  was established around 2001 and currently enrolls approxi-

mately 280 students. It is run by a local Haitian pastor and is supported solely by contribu-

tions. TIVOH is Marechal's major supporter. TIVOH has provided resources to build class-

rooms, a kitchen and dining area for the school...and installed a well that supplies clean wa-

ter to the school and the surrounding neighborhood.  

The HOS (Heroes of Savannah) Christian School  was started by the same Haitian pastor 

in 2005 and receives the entirety of its support from TIVOH. After its beginnings in a very 

small Christian Church with one classroom, land was purchased and a new school building 

was constructed. Find out more in our newsletter!   

The Haiti Orphanage Program  supports a small orphanage in the Port Au Prince area su-

pervised by a retired U.S.school teacher. The orphanage serves the needs of approximately 

20 children ranging in age from newborn to early teens.  

 

ELCA Presiding Bishop Says:  

Time for Immigration Reform is Now   

CHICAGO (ELCA) --  The time has come for immigration reform in the United States, accord-

ing to the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-

ica (ELCA) . Although issues surrounding imm igrat ion are "complex and not  easily resolved,"  

the biblical witness for reform is clear, Hanson wrote in a July 13 pastoral letter to the 4.6 

million -member ELCA.  

"The distinctions that so often divide humankind are overcome in Christ," wrote Hanson. "By 

grace through faith on account of Christ we are joined together in a radically inclusive com-

munity."  

Hanson said most, but not all, Lutherans in the United States are the descendants of immi-

grants or are recent immigrants. "Others are descendants of slaves brought to this country or 

people who lived here before the arrival of the first Europeans and Africans," he wrote. "Our 

personal histories and faith stories are of an immigrant people moving in search of freedom, 

opportunity and safety."  


